


DEFINITIONS OF WELLBEING



INTERNATIONAL AND UK WELLBEING 
INITIATIVES



KEY POINT 1

Societal wellbeing frameworks spring up all over the 
world… 

But  they are particularly well used in small nations and 
by devolved (sub-national) governments

@Jen_CarnegieUK
#wellbeing





KEY POINT 2

Wellbeing frameworks allow devolved governments to set 
out their ambitions in a positive, assets based language …

… and to commit to tracking their progress over time.
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WELLBEING AS A LANGUAGE FOR SYSTEMS-
THINKING



KEY POINT 3

Using wellbeing at a devolved level allows us to see the 
whole picture…

… and build whole-systems solutions to the challenges 
facing wellbeing
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POLICE ACTS



KEY POINT 4

Wellbeing frameworks are part of a paradigm shift 
towards a new type of government…

… smaller, agile, integrated, closer to the people they 
serve where values have a key role to play

@Jen_CarnegieUK
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EMERGING SOLUTIONS: A WELLBEING 
APPROACH TO PUBLIC SERVICES



What can a societal wellbeing 
approach achieve in practice?

Green and 
equality 
budgeting

Open 
government 
and open 
data

Sustainable 
economic 
growth

Collaborative 
leadership

Shared 
narrative and 

language

Medium term 
thinking
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